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Last September, the Portland chapter of USA Dance,
held our annual Day of Dance, in conjunction wité-N
tional Ballroom Dance week, at the Scottish Ritenpke
in Portland. Like it has been in the past, the [Rod
chapter hosts a full day and evening of dancingedi
primarily at the beginning to intermediate leveldainc-
ers. Our focus is to introduce the very beginnind a
timid dancer to the joy and wonder of ballroom dagc
and all the various disciplines of dance.

In the ten years that
| have been involved
with and in ballroom
dance, this year’s
event was without
question the best one
yet, albeit with a
very minor but irri-
tating glitch, which |
will elaborate on later. The success of our DoD b&s
cause of the two organizers, Ramey Danielson and
Stephanie Reid, who were outstanding in promotird) a
motivating the dance community to encourage thair n
dancing friends and family members to come out and
give it a try. As an enticement, the six hoursesfons
are free! And free is a very good price, just asknlPe-
terson!

It is common knowledge in
Portland and surrounding aref
that we are blessed with havi
the best dance profession-
als/teachers/choreographers
any city would be most envio
of. Dance is their love. Teach
ing dance is their passion. Gi
ing of their time and energy tg
the community is our fortune.
We are forever grateful to our
local pros who donated their
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services to our DoD. Their involvement ensuredstne
cess of our event. Thank you.

The day began at 11am with Any
Klimova-Preston teaching the ele
gant Waltz to a rather large class
around 60 new and not so new
dancers. Anya taught the
“newbies” the basics of how to
move around the floor, rather than
staying in the box. The students
liked Anya’s easy style and fluid
motion when demonstrating the
Waltz.

Next on the agenda was Susan M
litor with the East Coast Swing at
12pm. Susan has taught in Portla
for years and is always available t
assist the community in learning
about the wonder of dance, the ov
all benefit to ones health. That is g
documented fact. The East Coast
Swing, or any swing dance for tha
matter, gets the heart pumping ang
brings the smile to ones face. Susan, like Anyaigef
had a class of at least 60. Quite a turnout.

Jim and Michele
Gray were next
with the Foxtrot at
1pm. A relation-
ship that began as
teacher/student
evolved into a
wonderful mar-
riage and partner-
ship as professional instructors/competition dasiCEne
Foxtrot is a little intimidating for some but isnalys
(Continued on page 3




(Continued from page 1)

classy at any social dance. Again, the turnoutguate
large. Seems that no one was willing to leave Jith a
Michele. The couple went through a spirited levighe
Foxtrot that had the students wanting more!

The Rumba came next. This
smooth Latin dance is a crowd
favorite and Luke Adams is the
one to introduce this wonderful
sexy dance to many of the
“newbies” at the Scottish Rite.
Luke was ably assisted by his ve
charming wife Kim. The standarg
steps and a couple of new patter
went into the mix.

Following the Rumba was another Latin
number, the Cha-Cha, or Cha-Cha-Cha, or
whatever. From the Ballroom Parkrose stu-
dio, Wayne Herendeen gave a lively lesson
on the basic nuances of this up tempo
dance. The students were soon alerted to
the quick and sharp movements of the
Cha,,,,,Cha.

Following the afternoon break, where everyone caugh
their breath and relieved those sore aching feeteve-
ning activities were about th
commence. Rachel Lidskog
introduced that hot Latin nun
ber, the Salsa! Keeping in
mind that most of the dancer
are beginners, Rachel kept tt
patterns to a minimum, but
enough to keep them excited
and follow the dance with
ease. Rachel also introducec
the dance community to our
newest dance instructor, Herr
Uwe Hessinger, live and direct
(somewhat), from Mainz, Ger-

many! Rachel and Uwe will team up to provide the
Metro area more opportunities to learn from the.bes

We do welcome Uwe to Portland and hope to see moredance but didn’t get more

of him in the
near future.

This was the
end of the after-
noon/evening
session for our
“students”. It
was noted that
throughout the

five lessons, the
classes were quite
large, 60+, and very
few, if any of the new
students, left for the
day, a sure sign that
this was a very well
organized and man-
aged event. All the
accolades and congrats must go to the organizers,
Ramey and Steph, who, as | stated earlier, worked h
and diligently in promoting our yearly event andtmo
vating all to come and experience Day of Dance. An
other factor, and just as important, if not morgisahe
participation of Portland's very talented, terrigner-
getic, respected dance professionals. Without thieir
less, boundless enthusiasm, this Day of Dance would|
not even have taken place, let alone be the sutitaiss
it was. A very big THANK YOU TO ALL!!!

And now for that “minor” glitch
that was most irritating, and
surely infuriating. There is an
old Eskimo proverb that goes
like this; if something can go
wrong when you least expect it,
it will. And it did for us during
the evening general dance. Our
trusted but tired sound system,
being at least 12 years old, did
the unthinkable. It “crapped out”
on us! It actually died a slow
death while the evening progressed with everyone e
pecting to dance the night away to a wide range of
wonderful music! Aaarrrgg!!! Our intrepid DJs did
their best to correct the problem, but it was tawail.
The system died, and that's that. We have secured a
other quality sound system for our next dance hewe
the Winter Wonderland Christmas dance, held at the
Scottish Rite Temple in December.

To add to this embarrass-
ment, Rachel and Uwe wer
scheduled to showcase a

than ten feet onto the floor
when Uwe pulled a horren-
dous calf muscle that was
quite painful just to witness
Aaaarrrgggg!!!!

The dancing went on, not-
withstanding the poor qualit
of the music. And a lot of

(Continued on page




(Continued from page 2) friends from Corvallis, a dozen or so, (give oretgk
apologies. We even managed to have several show- with Andrew, Charles and Utte among them. Thank
cases from students in the area. Dancing the Claa-Ch you Corvallis!!

and Waltz were Chad and Tonya.

We hope that we will see more of  Well, one more special dance coming up soon and th

these two, they certainly are ajoy. we begin all over for next year. As | stated earlieis

Chad and Tonya are students of DoD 09 was not only a rousing success, but alsma f

Anya Klimova-Preston. one. It was so because of the organizers, Ramey ang
Steph. It was so because of the local professianal
Bill and Irita Minniear danced a structors. It was so because of the volunteers.iAnd

romantic Int. Rumba, to the delight was so because of the dancers themselves, who had|p
of the audience. Bill and Irita are great time | know.

very active in dance competition

and are students of Jim and Michele Please check our website for more info on our next

Gray. great dances coming up! And do give us your input
(critique) on the chapters doings and what we ate n
Little has been said so far of the DJs, the spgnér doing. It is that important to us.

the discs who were there for us the entire dayeaed Thank you.

ning. Katya and Waylan, both members or former

members, of the OSU ballroom dance club, came up Yours in Dance.
from Corvallis to “hound the sound”, in spite oéth Roy F. Aveling
“problem”. Both did outstanding that night, very-pa

tient, calm, collected. And they brought along thei







Lots of Opportunities and Dreams
at the Northwest Dancesport Championships

The annual Northwest Dancesport Champion-

ships, a national qualifying event for USA Dance,

was held in Seattle on October 24th and 25th,
2009 and drew competitors and spectators alike
from all over the country. They came from as far
away as Ohio, lllinois, Minnesota, New York,

petitor walked up asking for several tickets that
had been pre-paid and should be in will call.
Searching through the alphabetized ticket enve-
lopes, they were no where to be found. | apolo-
gized and quickly recruited the help of another
volunteer who was as stumped as | was. One in

Colorado, even Hawaii. And let’s not forget about quiry led to another and finally landed on the lap
our neighbors to the north, British Columbia. Ore- of co-organizer Daryl Schmidt, who in turn real-

gon had a nice contingent of competitors as well
to represent the fine dance studios that are so
plentiful here. It was indeed an exciting competi-
tion to behold.

There are other reasons, however, to attend the
NWDSC. This year, my husband, Roy and | de-
cided to vol-
unteer our
time at the

It was indeed an excitingiompetition,

-, hoping to
competition to behold |ea'?n ?nore

about the
inner work-

ized that the volunteer responsible for the pre-sa
of these tickets had not shown up and was late.
Needless to say it eventually got resolved but ng
until much later. Being that this was completely
out of my hands, | shouldn’t have been the sligh
est bit embarrassed, but for the exception that t
young lady inquiring of the tickets was a lady |
had recently met at my own church in Portland
and didn’t know very well and of course felt like
she must be thinking that | was totally incompe-
tent! Ah well.

Roy was recruited to be a deck captain - a new {
that he was happy to acquire. This is the person
sponsible for lining up competitors for each hdat

ings of a well-run major dance competition. Since the competition and making sure they are ready

we both decided to take on the role of organizer
for our own local chapter’'s competition, River
City Ball, we felt it would behoove us to gain as

enter the floor prior to their heat. This is notsas-

ple as it may sound - especially when the compegi-

tors are children! With anxiety and jittery nerves,

much experience as possible. Besides, we owed aometimes competitors forget when their heat is

huge debt of gratitude to our friends and organiz-

ers of NWDSC, Daryl Schmidt and Michele
Boyer, who were instrumental in making our first

scheduled and
have to be
searched for to

It makes running a

experience as organizers of River City Ball a suc- get to their heat

cess. It was our turn to help.

| was recruited to help out at the Ticket and Pro-
gram Sales Table. This seemed simple enough.
What | learned, was that no matter how well or-

ganized you believe yourself to be, Murphy’s Law originally scheduled, so competitors must be alejt
and ready at all times. This adds to the pressfreg

says there will always be something that goes
wrong. The group of volunteers that | was work-

friendly and quickly showed me the ropes. Most tain’s best friend. Mark Tabor’'s computerized sy§-
of the time we worked together, but occasionally, tem, 02cm has a magical way of tying everything

on time. Some- dance competition see
times, there are |:

also changes inIlke a dream come true.
the scheduling
of the heats or the heats have moved faster tha

the deck captain. Fortunately, there is a wonderfgl
ing with could not have been more welcoming andelectronic device which has become a deck cap

someone needed to take a break. | found myself about a dance competition very neatly together.

working the desk alone when a young lady com-

(Continued on page 6




(Continued from page 5) year’s trophy to a Minnesotan couple, James an
Every official from the registrar to the scrutinger Karrie Geroux, along with a $150.00 scholarship|
the adjudicators on the floor and yes, even th& dedor taking first place in Adult Bronze Smooth. A
captains have devices that assist them in doirig th&100.00 scholarship was awarded to second pl
jobs in a very organized and efficient manner. It winners from New York, Aliaksandr Hulis and
makes running a dance competition seem like a Sherry C. Dickinson. Congratulations to both co§-
dream come true. All worked well for Roy’s first  ples.
experience as deck captain, once he was able to pry
the electronic device from the hands of the other We left the competition on Sunday having learn
deck captains (who obviously love their jobs!) so much, having made new friends and feeling

new determination to get out that tux and ball
In spite of our assigned jobs, we both had ample gown and begin competing again. Next year’s
opportunities to watch many of the competition  River City Ball should be better than ever! Oh a
heats. | must say, that the fire was lit underneath by the way it is scheduled for July 16th and 17th
again to get back into competition - not as organiz2010. Plan to be there!
- but as a competitor. | know we can do both - just
look at Daryl and Michele! Lori Aveling

Social Chair
Each year, Portland Chapter of USA Dance awarddSA Dance Portland Chapter
a perpetual trophy together with a scholarshifméo t Co-organizer, River City Ball
first place couple in a particular level at the
NWDSC. Roy had the pleasure of handing this

Fall Festival

The 17" annual Oregon Fall Festival presented by the Nvaih Ballroom Dance Association was a
fantastic hit again this year.

Competitors from around the NW gathered togethéreMonarch Hotel in Clackamas OR in Octo-
ber to wow the judges with their best performancBse dancing was spectacular and the light at-
mosphere of the event paved the way to 3 daysjofernt for dancers and spectators alike.

The evening performances by the 2006 Canadian €ib@déance Champions, Jean-Francois Mess-
ier and Marie Bulduc, were simply amazing. Guegtse treated to several dances by this impres-
sive couple as they performed flawlessly. It watainly a show to remember.

Congratulations to all those who patrticipated i Hall Festival this year.
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Involvement is easy and rewarding

Just ask any board member how you can be involved. They will
help you find a place suitable to your interests and availability.



Election Time:

It's time to elect a new board for 2010. We are still gathering nomi-
nations and would love to have your support. Contact any board
member or send a message through
www.PortlandBallroomDancers.com to let us know of your interest.

Remember, this is a great opportunity to bring your ideas and experi-
ences to the table and support ballroom dancing in the Portland
area. Please consider becoming a member and contact us today.

The online ballot will be posted on the website in early December.
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more each time we host a competition and this was
Thank yOU the smoothest so far.

At this time of the year we often reflect on thepa oy third event of the season wiaay of Dance
several months and how they have changed us, peldin September. We saw more brand new peg-
made us better and prepared us for tomorrow. Failp|e stay for all six dances AND the evening soci
ures has given us opportunity to be strong and try than we've seen in a very long time. With a well
again, and the successes have been a welcome enseasoned team of volunteers, instructors who do
couragement to build momentum in our progress. nated their time, and everyone putting the word dit

For USA Dance Portland, our members, local in- 4 their friends and family, it was a day to remem
structors and studios have supported us, helped uspgy.

grow and encouraged us to move forwafthank

you! Our final dance of the year is thiginter Wonder-
land Formal coming up on Saturday December

2009 was a seasons of change as we moved from agth and thanks to you, our members, it is sure t
monthly dance to just 4 unique events during the g 5 success. With a fantastic showcase scheduled,
year. Our hopg was to breath new life into our plenty of dancing and some pretty incredible app8-
dances by making them stronger, more focused an¢;ers and desserts, you won't want to miss it.
supportive of the community.

] , _ All this is said out of gratitude for you, the Port
In April we launched ourSpring Showcasavitha  |and area dance community. Thank you for stick-
Rain Dance theme. Local studios were invited to ing with us, supporting dance through us, and md-
showcase students and the overwhelming SUPPOTting 2009 one of our best years ever. We view th

and participation was simply amazing. Thank you pext year with optimism and are looking forward
to all the studios and students who made our first promoting ballroom dance together with you.

quarterly dance such a success.
_ , _ , Julie Duncan
In July we held ouRiver City Ball with competi- USA Dance Portland
tors from all around the NW. Thanks to the many
volunteers, participants, judges, instructors and
support from the community, this all day event was
another highly successful event. We learn a little
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USA DANCE Portland Chapter

Website: www.portlandballroomdancers.com
2008 Board of Directors and Officers
President

Roy Aveling
Exec. Vice President Open
Treasurer John Selander
Secretary Renee Johnson

Youth/College Mark Richman

Social Dance Lori Aveling
Membership Open
Newsletter Editor Julie Duncan
Dance Sport Mark Richman
Fundraising Open

Publicity Roy Aveling
Web Master Karynn Radtke

Our organization is all volunteer.
Without you, it won’t work.

help pro
Competitive dangj nzafgg ;ﬁpport

We .
have Needs jn the fo) owj

FUNDRA| g NG
PUBLICITY

Ng aregs:

Membership Benefits
Discounts by Local Merchants

Accent Plus

(503) 635-2524
American Showcase

(503) 242-9373
Carrie B's Dance 15% Discount with

Shop503) 254-1164 valid membership card
Dance Toggs

(503) 644-7545
Emerald City Dance

Boutique(503) 644-7545 valid membership card
Glass Slipper 10% shoes in stock

(503) 282-0069
The Leotard

(503) 284-9244

30-40% off Cosmetics

10% merchandise

valid membership card

10% items in stock

Free Monthly Newsletter
Free Amateur Dancers Magazine

and other events.

10% shoes in stock wifh

10% shoes in stock with

Reduced admission fee at the monthly USABDA dgn

Advertising Rates

Non Member Rates*
Business Card $11.25 per issue

1/4 page $18.00 per issue
1/2 page $30.00 per issue
Full page $51.00 per issue

USABDA Member Rates*
Business Card $7.50 per issue

1/4 page $12.00 per issue
1/2 page $20.00 per issue
Full page $34.00 per issue

The deadline for submitting ads and articles is20ih of
the month.

Please send files tibolietta@hotmail.comor a hard copy
to:

USA Dance Willamette

PMB #108

9220 SW Barbur Blvd. #119

Portland, OR 97219

LES




Where to Dance

Portland

Ballroom Dance Company

8900 SW Commercial Street

Tigard, OR 97223

(503) 473-8947
www.theballroomdancecompany.com

Ballroom Parkrose

4848 NE 105th Ave
Portland OR

(503) 254-1920
www.ballroomparkrose.com

Dance Every Friday Night
North Portland Eagles Lodge
7611 N Exeter

Portland OR

(503) 286-8788

Dance With Joy

Ankeny Street Studio

SE 9th and Ankeny Street
Portland OR 97214
(503) 704-5617

DanceWell

Tigard Dance Center

11945 SW Pacific Highway, Ste 115
Tigard OR

(503) 241-0460
www.dancewellballroom.com

Elsie Stuhr Center
5550 SW Hall Blvd
Beaverton OR
(503) 629-6342
www.thprd.org

Flirts Lounge & Nightclub
Holiday Inn—Airport
8439 NE Columbia Blvd
Portland OR

(503) 256-5000

Friday Night Fever
PPAA

618 SW Alder
Portland OR

(503) 289-0861

Portland Swing Dance Club
Dances at various locations
www.portlandswing.org

Renaissance Ballroom Dance Studio
610 McLoughlin Blvd

Oregon City OR 97045

(503) 722-9922
www.renaissanceballroomdance.com

Satin & Latin Dance Studio

707 NE Broadway, Ste 201
Portland OR 97232

(503) 281-6691 or (800) 927-9442
www.satinnlatindance.com

Sesame Dance Club

Norse Hall

111 NE 11th Ave

Portland OR

(503) 675-0863 or (503) 799-6024

Susan’s Social Dance Studio
Norse Hall

111 NE 11th Ave

Portland OR

(503) 221-3083
www.norsehall.org/molitor.htm

Uptown Ballroom

8936 SW 17th Avenue
Portland OR 97219

(503) 789-3023
www.UpTownBallroom.net

Vancouver

Dance It's Good For Your Heart!
Dance Fusion

11815 NE Highway 99

Vancouver WA 98661

Info: William Milmoe (360) 695-4482

Salem

RJ Dance Studio
Pearce Ballroom
317 Court Street NE
Salem OR

Home.mindspring.com/~rfsmith/fridaynightfe(503) 363-3341

ver/index.com

Let's Dance Band Club

Dances held at various locations
(503) 639-8669
www.letsdanceband.com

Paradise Ballroom

826 SE Belmont St
Portland OR

(503) 231-8308
www.paradisestudio.us

Pioneer Community Center
Washington & SW 6th
Oregon City OR

(503) 657-8287

www.oregoncityparks.org/pioneer-center/

Toll Free WA/OR (800) 363-3341
www.rjdance.com

Eugene

Eugene Swing Dance Club
Agate Hall U of O

Eugene OR

Info: (541) 687-9464
www.68swing.com

Robert Alexander Dance Club
Studio B

189 W 8th

Eugene OR 97401
www.alexanderdanceonline.com

USA Dance Eugene/Springdfield

Vet's Club

1626 Willamette

Eugene OR 97401

Info: (541) 554-0541
www.USADanceEugeneSpringfield.org

Corvallis

Oregon State Univ. Ballroom Dance Club
Memorial Union Ballroom

OSU Campus

Corvalis OR

Info: Cathy Dark (541) 737-5929
www.oregonstate.edu/groups/ballroom/dances
pots

Medford

USA Dance So. Oregon
Evergreen Ballroom
6088 Crater Lake Ave
Central Point OR

Info: Jeri (541) 482-8812

Yachats

YACHATS Big Band

Yachats Commons

441 N Coast Hwy 101

Yachats OR

Info: Gary Cleasby, (541)547-5474 or Susan
Garner (541) 547-4734
www.geocities.com/yhtsbgbnd/

Central Oregon

Bend Dance
541-610-2114
www.BendDance.com

Bend Senior Center

1600 SE Reed Market Rd
Bend OR

541-388-1133

Central Oregon Dance Company
1368 S Hwy 97

Redmond OR 97756
541-419-8998
www.centraloregondance.com

Deschutes County Ballroom Dance Club
175 NE Greenwood Ave

Bend OR 97701

541-322-0220
www.deschutescountyballroom.com

USA Dance Willamette does not promote or favor pasticular studio or dance club. This list is mgrfelr members seeking places to dance)

we have not included your favorite place to dgplease contact Julie Duncan at Joolietta@hotmail.co and we will add it to the list above.
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Promoting the Spread
and Enjoyment of Ballroom Dancing

Location: Scottish Rite Temple
1512 SW Morrison St
Portland OR



